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Library Orientation and Dewey Decimal Lesson

for fifth and sixth grade

Connection to the Curriculum

The ability to locate library resources is necessary for success in all areas of the curriculum, as well as for personal enrichment.
Essential Questions

· What are the four main categories of books in the Templeton Library and where is each located?

· How are fiction and picture books organized?

· How are non-fiction and reference books organized?

Performance Objectives

· When given a map of the library, students will be able to locate the four main sections of the collection (fiction, non-fiction, picture books and reference).

· When given a list of book titles, subjects, and call numbers, students will be able to use their knowledge of the organizational features of the library to locate those materials.

AASL/AECT Information Literacy Standards for Student Learning

Standard 1: The student who is information literate accesses information efficiently and effectively.

Materials

· Overhead projector and transparency pen

· Transparencies 

· Melvil Dewey photo

· List of four book categories

· Library map

· Dewey Decimal Classification system

· Handouts

· Library map

· Library scavenger hunt

· Books (for use as examples)

· 3 picture books to illustrate alpha by author

· 3 fiction books to illustrate alpha by author

· 3 non-fiction books to illustrate Dewey Decimal order

· 1 reference book

· 1 book form each of the ten major Dewey classification groups

Procedures

1. Imagine you collect baseball cards.  If you keep them all in a shoebox, what happens when a friend wants to make a trade for that one Derek Jeter card?  You’d have to dig through the whole box, right?  But if you keep your cards in a binder in categories (all the Yankees together), it’s much easier to find the one you’re looking for.  

2. Now imagine a long time ago before libraries were organized the way they are today.  It was pretty much like that shoebox full of baseball cards, or like picking up someone else’s binder and trying to figure out how their cards were organized. 

3. Then along came a guy named Melvil Dewey (display picture of Dewey).  Dewey liked to organize things and put them into categories.  He worked at a library, so he started thinking of ways to make it more organized and easier to use.  He especially wanted to come up with a system that would be the same for every library, so people didn’t have to learn a new organization system each time they visited a different library.  His system is called the Dewey Decimal System.  It was created in 1876 and is still used in libraries all over the world.

4. Here at Templeton, our library is divided into four major sections: Picture books; Fiction; Non-Fiction; and Reference. 

Who can tell me what the difference is between Fiction and Non-Fiction?  (F=Fake, Made-up; NF=Not Fake, True).  

What is special about a Reference book?  (Stays in the library, can’t check it out, usually because it is a really good fact book like an encyclopedia that many people might need at the same time for reports and research.  It is a special type of non-fiction book.)  

Each book is given an address or call number that is written on its spine label.  Fiction has an F, picture books have an E for easy, non-fiction has a number, and reference has REF and a number.  Write answers on the overhead.
5. These four kinds of books are kept in separate areas of the library to make them easier to find.  By fifth and sixth grade, you should be pretty familiar with the location of different kinds of books in the library.  I’m going to pass out maps of the library and I want you to fill in the location of the four kinds of books we’ve just talked about: picture books, fiction, non-fiction, and reference.  You will have five minutes for this activity.  You can work with a partner and walk around the library to find the answers, but I expect you to use only a level one voice.  Other students may be working or doing SSR, and our class should not disturb them.  When you hear the chimes, come back to room 15.  Mrs. Hall and I will be walking around and can answer any questions.

6. Fill in a map together on the overhead.  Have students fill in things they missed.

7. So, we know how to find the main kinds of books, but how can we find a specific book?  Let students answer…The book’s address label, also know as its call number.  

8. Picture books and Fiction are alphabetized by the author’s last name.  So, on the address label, you’ll see the code F PIL for fiction books written by Dav Pilkey and on the shelf, Pilkey books will be after F PAU for Gary Paulsen and before F ROW for J.K. Rowling.  Write this on overhead:

F PAU

F PIL

F ROW

It’s the same for picture books.  Instead of F for Fiction, picture books are marked with an E for Easy.  You’ll see E CHI for picture books written by Lauren Child and on the shelf, they will be after E CAR for Eric Carle and before E CRO for Doreen Cronin.  Write this on overhead:

E CAR

E CHI

E CRO

9. Non-fiction books are different.  They are put in order by numbers.  This book on pets has a number of 636.  It will be shelved after this book with the number 630 and before this book with the number 639.  Notice that there are also letters under the number.  That is so books with the same number (same subject) can be put in order by the author’s last name, too.  All 636 BERs will be together and all 636 GREs will be together after them. Write this on overhead:
630

636 BER

636

636 BER

639

636 GRE



636 GRE

10. Reference books will also have the code REF before the number to let us know it’s a reference book.  Write this on overhead.  So where do these numbers come from?  

11. Like most schools and public libraries today, here at Templeton we use Melvil Dewey’s Dewey Decimal System to organize our non-fiction books.  The DDS assigns each book a number based on what the book is about.  There are ten main categories that books fit into.  Show overhead of 100s levels.  Discuss and show examples from each category.  Take questions.
12. Now we’re going to use everything we’ve discussed today in a library scavenger hunt and find the items listed on these handouts.  All five of the computers in the library have the library catalog open if you want to use it. Pass out scavenger hunt sheets and Dewey Decimal bookmarks.  
I still expect you to use voice level one and not disturb others who are using the library. Make sure to put your name on the handout because I will be collecting them at the end of class.  When the chimes ring, you can start your book checkout time.  If you aren’t finished with the scavenger hunt at that point, you will still have 15 minutes to finish up and check out your books.  

Assessment

· Teacher observation of student engagement and effort, including completion of library map

· Rubric for library scavenger hunt worksheet

	
	Beginning = 1
	Proficient = 2
	Exemplary = 3
	Score

	Completion
	Student completed less than half of the assignment.
	Student completed most of the assignment.
	Student completed the assignment.
	

	Understanding
	Student’s answers are often incorrect and demonstrate limited understanding of the topic.
	Student’s answers are mostly correct and demonstrate a good understanding of the topic.
	Student’s answers are correct and demonstrate a very good understanding of the topic.
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